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Today
Use the GRADEpro software to 

• conduct GRADE assessments for outcomes in your review
• create a summary of findings table for your review

Show you how to 
• use the data from a Cochrane review to make the summary of findings table 
• enter in your own data when you are not working on a Cochrane review and 

need to make the summary of findings table

Show you how to
• import the table back into a Cochrane review
• export the table as a pdf or word document to use in other evidence packages



What is GRADE and why should we GRADE evidence?

Results show that 7 fewer people will have an upper respiratory tract  
infection if they take probiotics, but 30 more people will have 
gastrointestinal symptoms.

Are we sure about this?

Readers want to know how certain you are in the results



What is GRADE and why should we GRADE evidence?

GRADE is a system 

to assess the certainty of the evidence 

for each outcome



What is a summary of findings table and 
why should we make one?
• Summary to present key findings from review

• 2 RCTs (Rosenbaum 2010) found that inclusion of an SoF table in a 
review improved understanding and rapid retrieval of key findings 
compared with reviews with no SoF table



Summary of 
Findings Table
• Evidence for each important 

outcome in your review

• Includes information people 
need to make decisions



More about 
the outcome

How many 
people will 

have an 
infection

How many 
studies and 
people were
in the studies

How 
certain 
we are

Our 
conclusion



Where to start?

• After you’ve conducted the statistical analyses for each of your 
outcomes

• After you’ve synthesised results ‘narratively’ following Chapter 12 of 
Cochrane Handbook

Example: Probiotics versus no probiotics to prevent acute upper 
respiratory tract infections
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