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I am a co-convenor of the Cochrane Qualitative and 

Implementation Methods Group; 

I have received funding to conduct systematic 

reviews and methodological research on including 

qualitative research in systematic reviews; 

I conduct primary qualitative research and 

randomised controlled trials on social interventions 

to promote health.
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Qualitative
Evidence
Synthesis





Area of planning Planning tools Examples of issues to consider/ 
dilemmas

Question 
development  and 
review scope 

RETREAT framework
PerSPecTIF

Tension between narrow and 
broader focus esp. when looking at 
the ‘how’

Searching for studies 7S framework Filter or no filter?
Qualitative research can be 
‘hidden’

Assessing 
methodological 
strengths and 
limitations

Risk to rigour approach
Validated tools available

Appropriateness of sensitivity 
analysis

Selecting studies for 
synthesis

Some guidance available All studies or a sample?

Extracting data Web-based tools for 
management

‘Finding the findings’
Themes, concepts, metaphors, 
quotes



Area of planning Planning tools Examples of issues to consider/ 
dilemmas

Method of synthesis Chapter 21 (Thematic***, 
Framework**, Meta-
ethnography*)

Excludes realist and more 
interpretive methods

Assessing confidence 
in synthesized 
findings

CERQual Relevance, methodological 
limitations, adequacy and 
coherence 

Integrating with the 
intervention review

Matrix to facilitate comparison
Analysing programme theory 
or logic
Qualitative comparison 
analysis

Transcending qualitative and 
quantitative boundaries

Reporting the 
protocol

Generic (e.g. ENTREQ) or 
specific (e.g. eMERGE) 
reporting guidelines

Useful starting point for planning 
whole review
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